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Sub - Postal Ballot System (PBS) for ‘Secret Ballot Eloctions’ (SBE-IIl) 2024 for recognition of Trade
Uniots on Indian Railways-Final Modalities, 2024.

Ret - (i) Dy CPO/NR, Northern Railway, Headquarters Offico, Baroda House, New Delhi's letter no
961-E/120/SBL - 11/Ballot Paper/2024/E-Union dated 25092024,
() EDE/RRB & Convener, Secret Ballot Election Committee-lll Railway Board's letter a6
2024/SBE C-I/Elections dated 09.09.2024,

This bears reference 1o the Final Modaliies” already circulated vide this office letter of eyen o agted

'

10 09,2024 for holding Secret Ballot Election- 111, 2024 for racognition of Trade Unions, In this regard, Dy CPOIR A0

ude letter under reference (i) above has evoked attention to Para 14.0 and 15.0 of the Final Modalities. which are
reproduced below for ready reference: -
"14.0 Postal Ballot System (PBS): Postal Ballot shall be permitted only for following categories of Railway
Servants who are deputed/deployed for (a) Secret Ballot Election (SBE) Duty, (b) Various training programs at
different divisional/zonal and other training centres; (c) Train running/escort duties/ticket checking duties who are
not likely to return to their HQ within the stipulated polling dates: and (d) Railway Servants working outside their
cadre on deputation.
15.0 Common and category-wise specific protocols for Issue, Casting and Accountal of Postal Ballot annexed

as Annexure '/]"

nview of hove, 1t 1S requested that extant instructions regarding Postal Ballot System in Final todalities 1s
21 ities 1ssued

’// d”Wdy B ] d {al ad)’ CO unic d v “ v
&% 0ar re ( ; all S 1 anra S

may please striclly be adhered to for necessary action at your end, under intimation to Union ¢ ell, Personnel B
vl rsonnel tranch

LRIAs Office Ne,s Delhi.
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Vet Dyl 1 Managers and Presiding Officers:
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" Sob Povl Badier Svatem (PBS) for Seeret Ballot Flections’ (SBE-IH) 2024 o1 Truz
: shaean Rarhways =lmal Modalities 2024
Rt Do o S oA nneauare VI of Final Modalities circulated vide Railway Soard
e ne S0 SBEC-/Elections dt.09.09.2024.
" - Ly connection o the instructions of Final Modalities issued by Railway Board vide lztier
i S

. . ' . ters hac hesr
dated 1092024 mentioned as above, instructions regarding Postal Ballot System has el
communicated under Para 14.0 and 15.0 which states that:-

14.0 Postal Ballot System (PBS): Postal Ballot shall be permitted only for foliowing
caiceorics ot Railway Servants who are deputed/deployed for (a) Secret Ballot Election (SBE)
Duiv. by Various iraining programs at different divisional/zonal and other training centres. ()
Iraim running escort duties/licket checking duties who are not likely (o return to their HO wiihir
the stipuiated polling dates: and (d) Railway Servants working outside their cadre on depuiation

15.0 Common and category-wise specific protocols for Issue, Casting and ccounic

Postai Ba'lor s annexed as Annexure-VI1"

In view of above, copy ol the instructions issued regarding Postal Ballot System in Final
Modalities issued by Railway Board is enclosed for information and necessary action at vour

g,

1

the Kailway Buard. )/
DA! Annexure-V] { C L/\)

(with Pan- 111 & 111 7

Please ensure strict adherence 1o Postal Ballot System instructions as complunicated by
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(Dinesh Singh l'\efshl) o
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For General Manuager




T3 A companmion accompanying the voter shall be required 1o wubmgt 4
A « e 1ags “ & 14§ ’ | A th ot . R
declaration as per Annexure-Voof this fetter that he will keep the vote recorded
v her o a (1(1!(“.\:’ pHiH(lv(I‘ seered and that le has not atrendy

e teet

compamon of any other elector as specified in suh-scetion (17 aheyyr

134 Do luation of the companion of such voters shall be kept i a scparats

cover for record and deposited at the collection centre with Presiding Officer
the end of palhine

1 - .t
138 None of the polling staff shall act as a companon {0 the ano.2

Cries ob volers

136 Wherever such Railway Servants are likely to vote, ramp facility o
se provided at Polling booth

14.0 Postal Ballot System (PBS):

Postal Ballot shall be permitted only for following categories of Falwi
Servants who are deputed/deployed for (a) Secret Ballot Election (SBE; Dut/.
(v} Various training programs at different divisional/zonal and other trainiz
centres: () Train running/escort duties/ticket checking duties who are not hkeis
to return to their HQ within the stipulated polling dates; and (d) Railwz:
Servants working outside their cadre on deputation.

12,0 ommon and category-wise specific protocols for [ssue. Casting arc
Accoumal of Postal Ballot is annexed as Annexure-V1

16.0 Election Process:

16.01 Notification: SBEC has notified the election schedule on 30.08.2024 All
participating units have been asked to reiterate the same. As announced tn e
schedule, participating units shall issue detailed election notification on
1092024 as per Annexure-VII of these modalities. Such notification should
be given wide publicity by putting up Notices at prominent places and
publishing/uploading the same on the official websites.

§

16.02 Polling Days & Time: The voting shall be held on two davs, Lo+ and
& [yecember 2024 for all the voters on the open line Zonal Ratlwavs Howevet,

ale SIEC T mad Maodalies @i ;
Curentated vide Ralway Board s Tetier Noo 2004 SBEC-HE Electans dated Y9 2024




Annevure - V1 to Final Modalitics, 2024 for SBL-111
(Section 15 of Final M odalitics)

Postal Ballot System(PBS)

Part-1

Y I | ot
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Corotocal for Tssue, Casting and Accountal of |
Sl apply toall categaries of PHS henclicires

\ siers olihle 1o avail the facility of PBS should apply tor a PBS for
oo e ond of this Annexure, requesting for postal ballots. On the hasis of
<o request, their Returning Officer (RO) shall provide, through their controlling

supenvisor, postal ballot papers along with a stamped-envelope (franked through
Post Office normally stamped) which has address of the RO mentioned clearly.

2 The words "PBP” shall be stamped and signed by ‘Asst Returning Officer
a1 the top of the normal ballot Paper without indicating serial number (on the ballot

paper) of the counter-foil. The name of voter (as entered in Voters’ List) should
Fon o tha

e noted on counter-foil of PBP. Thereafter, PBP should be detached from tne

[ QI

counter-forl.

4 The acronym PBP should be written against the name appearing in Voters
11t without indicating the serial number of counter foil of the Ballot Paper issued.
s Counter-foils of PBP issued should be sealed in a separate packet. Date on
which the packet was sealed should be indicated. Brief description of the contents
with serial numbers of the counter foils of PBPs dispatched to voters should be

indicated in this packet.

6 Returning Officer shall arrange to send to PBP-¢ligible voters (i) One selt-
addressed (i.c. addressed to concerned RO) and pre-stamped/franked envelope
(ie ‘Return Envelope’) so as the voter can send back to concerned RO the
voted stamped PRP:and: (1) Postal Ballot Paper. These two items should be put
inaide a Jarge covelope. Such large envelope shall be addressed to the voter

7 X "
/ Aloremmentioned large envelope should be dispatched o voters through
Speed postiRewsstiered Post/by Dasti/any other safe mode to be decided by RO

e voter can also collect it j)cr\'nl'l;llly.

¥ X . ) ,

1‘ Such Postal Ballot Papers” (e PBPY mustbe delivereddespatched by due
Aule o dargs v ) 8 i . X

ale as per Schedule nonhied. Tast ol sueh Rathway Seevants favour of whom
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Postal Ballot 1 heg msued Jhall he puton Ralways website

Y The Voter shatteast her/his vote inacon fidential manner and seal the vored
mped-envelope. He will then post it to the concerned
afficet o as 1o reach her/him latest by closing hour of the last date of
Tner it personally fo RO/AROs Officer. Voted postal-
v by the Voter in the Ballot Box €<p
W Officer. They cannol e dropped in

Rallot paper n- the st
Returnma
mallime Hoeoean Sl di
| et can alse e dropped pcrmnull

i the custady of Returning ¢
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0 Postal Batlot received after closing hour of the last date of polling shall not

e entertamed and W 1 e treated as ‘invalid vote'.
1 The Returning officer shall account for all such postal ballots separately and

add them (before finalizing result) with the votes cast at different Polling Booths.

Postal Ballot shall be counted in Returning Officer’s office in presence of

-Counting Agents’ of TUs on the fixed day of counting 0 notified.

Il be declared —after counting votes by both the

12 The final result sha
lus the Postal Ballots).

methods together (1.e. normal voting p

13 Railway ,-\dministralion/Retummg Officer will not be responsible for any

postal delay or postal losses.

14 TheROs should ensure that the number of “PBPs received back” should not
exceed the number of “PBPs issued” to eligible voters. [t should be ensured that
non-ehgible voters (not eligible for PBPs) do not exercise ballot through PBPs.

Part -11

Specific protocols for different categories of beneficiaries

| Those booked on SBE Duty: Such Railway Servants ghall be identified

well in advance. with reasonable number of reserve candidates

2, ’Railwa‘\ Servants undergoing Training:  Lraming st shouid
Organise only such Lraming programs during the polhng davs, which are
inescapable and cannot be avoided, so that maximum possible numbet of Ratlway
Servants are available at their workplaces 10 exercise their voting right. For those
Ralway Servants, who have Lo kept under traming at the lr:nmm; nstitutes during
polling days, following Provisions are made for t[\uir voling: ) ‘

Tl | |
rinees who belong to the same Zonal Railway on which the Tramning
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Centie is situated will be eligible 1o vote at the nearest polling booth meant tor

open hine Ratlhway Servants. They would not be eligible for “Postal Ballot
Svstem™ Returning officers, Presiding officers and “Training Centre In-charges’
(TCH AT have (o coordinate very closely to include names of such employecs in
the Voter Tist tor that polting booth, The TCT shall organise to release the trances
i stntabic arches under supervision of [nstructors to cast therr votes smoothiy

4 Tramees who belong to Zones/PU other than the one where the Training
Conte s sittated shall be ehigible for Postal Ballot. TCT shall advise the ROsPOs
regarding the detals of such Railway Servants undergoing training so that they
car be considered for postal ballot and the common protocols shall be followed

thereatior

s Railway  Servants likely to be away on Train Running/Escort
Duties'Train Checking duties during the dates of Polling:

o Railway Servants, who are deployed for Train running duties, Train escort
duties and Train checking duties and are not expected to return to HQ within the
davs of palling, shall be allowed the facility of PBS.

B Running Staff: Since it is not feasible to identify deployment schedule tor
majority of such staff much in advance to plan for their postal ballot. it has been
decided to have polling facilities only for running staff in limited polling booths
on third day (i.e 6th December, 2024) of the polling. However, if Presiding officers
can identify running staff well in advance to meet the timeline prescribed for postal
ballot system, they may extend PBS facility to them.

. Presiding Officer shall frame/issue guidelines to decide well in advance the
names of Railway Servants who shall be deputed for Tram
running/Checking/Escort duties (with suitable number of reserves) on the dates of
polling, because of which they are likely to miss the opportunity to cast their vote
in polling booths.

9. Controlling officials of aforementioned Railway Servants are duected o
book Railway Servants 1in such a manner, as far as possible, 1o keep the numbers
of statf eligible for PBS o the mimmum. Such Ratlway Servants who are not
likely to be present at HQ for physical voting would be requived to apply tor postal
ballot given at the end of this Annexure. Thercalter, the common protocol shall
apply 16 them.

10, Railway Servants on deputation: Regular Ralhway Servants w orking on
dUD}llalmn m Railway  Electrilication/Construction/other  Projects within the
Indian Railway system are eligible for the facility ot PBS, subject to followmne.
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40l 6

n on Open fine hul deputed 1o w07
cadre has not heen closed (but o

o the Zanal p\ail\,\/«,.y/l’[,;’) shall he pcrmrt.!::cl tey Cast

L polhimg booth Person
| (he Zonal Railway/PU in which that project 15 situatess
| cstablishment. RO/POs shall arrangs

Voters’ list for that booth under information

working in tha

not on lien-holdi

Officer of the Project shall advise all

Railway Servants respectively
heir bona fides and arrange to Inc

Servant working in project (Locatcd/postcd on

nel Officer of the Project shali advic

ng Zonal Railways/PU), the Personn<i
ROs/Presiding officers O which these

belong. The concerned ROs/POs shall establish
lude them in the Voters’ list. Thereafter. RO

<hall arrange 1o despatch Postal Ballot Papers (0 such Project office for postal
sallot voting by the cligible Railway Servants as per the common protocol given

in Part-I above. [tis ¢

paper trom RO on their own as it is not

larified that such voters shall have to make request for PB
feasible to contact individuals working 0n

deputation and advise them to place request. ROs/POs should include such
provisions in their communications.

)] Rajlway Servants,

working on deputation outside railway system tor

example In PSUs or in other Government Department, may cast their vote on the

own in their lien holding office in respec

included in the Voters’

list. They are not €

ok ok ok oK

tive Zone, where their name should te
ligible for Postal Ballot System tactlity.
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Part-111

(A1 FORREQUEST OF POSTAL BALLOT

.“,)"q

('()\I\H)\ 1 ORN

ESTIIE is not apphca

vt whichevat

C(For Statl booked tor SBE duty)
(N""nc)-__,,____,_m__,_ ____H')cngn:;:wr.
 (Name of the Office) haw:

e ——

workimg at __———

of Polling Tcam vide letter

A
Ny ¢

heen deputed  as a8 4 membet
dated issued by o
- o S - —
1 mayv please be given Postal Ballot for casting my vote.
OR

B. (For Railway Servant undergoing training)
(I\’ame)_ { Designanon!

i e
(name of

dergo training or

(Full  address of  Tramning

have been deputed to un

program)  at__
Centre) o  vide letter No.

~ with effect from to (D

dated
of training).
tal Ballot for casting my VOte.

OR
ng/escort/train checking duty).

| may please be given Pos

C. (For Railway Servanton runni

(Name), __ ( Designanon

(Name ot

| I

under

am working at
Supervisor/Oftfice) and shall be away on train running sescort checking duny

dUl'mg the pcrimi o o 4

I may please be given Postal Ballot for casting my vote.

OR
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D. (For Railway Scryvanton deputation).

: (Name).,

Whoee Tien s mamtamed the office of
Raihway PU is presently working on deputation

se aiven Postal Ballot for casting my vote.

1 mayv please |

Name_

Designation

Forwarded by:

Signature, Name, Designation
and Stamp of the Controlling Supervisor:

Office Address:

Khkrkkhk

(Designation)

in /onal

in the office ot
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