
No 961 ECORU Cel 2024/Ms SB/P17 

A Braneth Oficers 

Sub: 

Ret: 

NORTHEPN PALMAY 

New Delh 

Datt 2, 92024 

Postal Ballot System (PBS) for 'Secret Ballot Elections' (SBE-II) 2024 for recognition of Trade 

Unions on Indian Railways-Final Modalities, 2024. 

() Dy CPO//R, Northern Railway, Headquarters Offico, Baroda House, New Delhi's letter no 

961-E/120/SBE-WBallot Paper/2024/E-Union dated 25.09.2024. 

() EDE/RRB & Convener, Secret Balot Election Committee-III, Railway Board's letter no 

2024/SBEC-WElcctions dated 09.09.2024. 

This bears reBerence to thc Final Modalities' already circulated vide thiS office letter of eVen no datec 

10 09.2024 for holcing Secret Ballot Election-ll, 2024 for recognition of Trade Unions. In this regard. Dy CPOIR HO 

VIde lette under reference () above has evoked attention to Para 14.0 and 15.0 of the Final Modalities. which are 

reproduced beiow tor ready reference: 

"14.0 Postal 3allot System (PBS): Postal Ballot shall be permitted only for following categories of Railway 

Servants who are deputedideployed for (a) Secret Ballot Election (SBE) Duty, (b) Various training programs at 
different divisional/zonal and other training centres; (c) Train running/escort duties/ticket checking duties who are 
not likely to return to their HQ within the stipulated polling dates: and (d) Railway Servants working outside their 
cadre on deptation. 

15.0 Common and category-wise specific protocols for lssue, Casting and Accountal of Postal Ballot annexed 
as Annexure '/|." 

In view of ab) ve. it is requested that extant instructions regarding Postal Ballot System in Finai Modalities issued 

oy Railway Board (already communicated and also available on Northern Railway's website nr indianrailways gov in 
may please strictiy be adhered to for necessary action at your end, under intimation to Union Cell, Personnel Branch 

DRIMs Ofice Ne. Delhi. 

or Sr. Dv! Personper Oftice C 
New Dht 

torthen Ralway teadquarters Oftice tBa Baroda House New Delhi in eforence o ther letter no 6112S nbaiot Paper202A/t Unon dated 25 09 2024 for k1nd intomaton 



1i! Isnal Ranwar \Mnges and l'resding 0fficers: 

H 1s Jthd Presdhy Oices CBLKO, AMV:LKO, JUDW & ASR 
iRRI A TOCostDI. FA& CAO(G/NDBT 

(OGH DOHOI NDBH, CHGNDBH. 

Batoda se. 

Date 25 9)21,24 

Nb Posal Ratlt sem (PBS) for 'Sceret Ballot Elcctions' (SBI:-Ili) 2024 of I ruis 
lrn }in Ranlways -inal Modalities 2024, 

At Pa '0Nucs ure V) of Final Modalities circulated vicde Railway Bard 
ele he 0SBEC-/Elections dt.09.09.2024. 

in connectivn to the instructions of Final Modalities issued by Railway Board vide letter 
daled t9 (19.2024 nmentioned as above, instructions regarding Postal Ballot System has been 
cOn:municaled under Para 14.0 and 15.0 which states that: 

14.0 Postal Ballot System (PBS): Postal Ballot shall be permitted only for followtng 
caicgeri f Rain Servants who are deputed'deployed for (a) Secret Ballot Election (SBE) 

Dur: thi l'arious iraining programs at different divisionalzonal and other training centres: fc 
irain running escort duties/ticket checking duties who are not likely to relurn to their H) within 
the siipuiated polling dates: and (d) Railway Servants working outside their cadre on depuiution 

15.0 Cammon and category-wise specific protocols for Isue. Casting and Acevuniii ot 
Postui Bul is anicxcd as Annexure-V[" 

In view of above, copy of the instructions issued regarding Postal Ballot System in Final 
Modalities issued by Railway Board is enclosed for information and necessarv action at vour 

DA/ Annexure-VI 
(with Part- , || & I) 

Please ensure strict adherence to Postal Ballot System instructions as comiunicaled by 
the Railway Buard. 

(Dinesh Singh Bsh) 
Dy.("PoIR 

l'or Geneal Manager 



13.3 A compMion acCOmpanyng the votc1 shal be rcquircd to subm1t a 
declaration as per Anncxure-V of this letter that he will keep the vote recorded 

by herhn a closcly guardcd secrct and that he has not already acted s 

13.4 Dcdation of the companion of such voters shall be kept in a separate 

coter tor tCCOrd and depositcd at the collcction centrc with Prcs1ding Officer at 

the cnd of polling 

13.5 \one ot the polling staff shall act as a conpanion to the ano9001ed 

alceHeof \olers. 

13.6 herever such Railway Servants are likely to vote, ramp facilit; oi 

he proided at Polling booth 

14.0 Postal Ballot System (PBS): 
Postal Ballot shall be permitted only for following categories of Rail»ay 

Servants who are deputed/deployed for (a) Secret Ballot Election (SBE Duty. 

(b) Various training programs at different divisional/zonal and other training 

centres; (c) Train running/escort duties/ticket checking duties who are not likei, 

to return to their HÌ within the stipulated polling dates; and (d) Rails a 

Servants working outside their cadre on deputation. 

15.0 Common and category-wise specific protocols for Issue. Casting ard 

Accountal of Postal Ballot is annexed as AnnexureVI 

16.0 Election Process: 

J6,01 Notification: SBEC has notified the election schedule on 30.08.2024. A!! 

participating units have been asked to reiterate the same. As announced in the 

schedule, participating units shall issue detailed election notification on 

10.09.2024 as per Annexure-VII of these modalities. Such notification should 

be given wide publicity by putting up Notices at prominent places and 

publ1shing/uploading the same on the official websites. 

I6.02 Polling Days & Time: The voting shall be held on two davs, ie. 4 and 

5" December 2024 tor all the voters on the open line Zonal Railwavs. low re, 

(Hculatd vide Rilway Boild sleller Nu 04SBL-|| Lkeons dated y,9.2024 

COmpanion ofant other clcctor as spccificdin suh-scction |3 2 ahve 



Annevure -- VI to Final Modalities, 2024 for SBE-III 

(Section I5 of Final Modalities) 

(men poocol for Issuc, (asing and Accountal of Postal Baiiot 

olley poook sholl applv to all catcgories of PBS benclicarres. ure 

Postal Ballot Systenn(PBS) 

\s elible to avail the facility of PBS should apply tor a PBS torn 

INeat th end of this Annexure, requesting for postal ballots. On the basrs of 

sih reques!. ther Reurning Officer (RO) shall provide, through their controlling 

supen isO. postal ballot papers along with a stamped-envelope (franked through 

Post Ofice normally stamped) which has address of the RO mentioned clearly. 

4 

Part-I 

The words "PBP" shall be stamped and signed by 'Asst Returning Officer 

at the top of the normal ballot Paper without indicating serial number (on the ballot 

paper) of the counter-foil. The name of voter (as entered in Voters' List) should 

be noted on counter-foil of PBP. Thereafter, PBP should be detached from the 

OUDte-foil. 

The acronym PBP should be written against the name appearing in Voiers 

List without indicating the serial number of counter foil ofthe Ballot Paper issued. 

6 

5 Counter-foils of PBP issued should be sealed in a separate packet. Date on 

which the packet was sealed should be indicated. Brief description of the contents 

with serial numbers of the counter foils of PBPs dispatched to voters should be 

Returning Officer shall arrange to send to PBP-eligible voters (i) One selt 

addressed (i.c. addressed to concerned RO) and pre-stampedfranked envelope 

(ie Return Envelope') so as the voter can send back to concerned RO) the 

voted'stamped PBP: and: ii) Postal Ballot Paper. These two items should be put 

7. Alorementioncd large envelope should be dispatehed to voters through 

Spocd pos/Reg1stered Post/by Dasti/any other safe mode to be decided by RO 

Ihe voter can also collect it pers0nally. 

Sucli Postal Ballot Papers' (L.e. PBP)must be delivered'despatchei by due 

1ate as per Schcdule nouicd. List ol such Raihway Scrvants in favour ol whom 

indicated in this packet. 

insde a large cnvelope. Such large envelope shall be addressed to the Voter 



Postal Ballot is be)! INSUCd shall he put on Radways' wehsite 

9 The \'ote shall cast hcr/his votc in a confidential manner and seal the voted 

Ballot paer in the stamped-cnvelopc. Hc will then post it to the conccrncd 

Returnm oticer s0 as fo rcach her/hin latest by closing hour of the last datc of 

pollne HeCm also delner it personally to R0/ARO's Officer. Voted pos tal 

hallotpap cn also he dropcd personallv by thc Voter in the Ballot Box k cpt 

fo ths uposcn the custodv of Rcturning (Officer. Thcy cannot hc droppc in 

aN othe ollme booth 

Postal Ballotreceivcd aftcr closing hour of the last date of polling shal! not 

heenteancd and wll be trcated as 'invalid vote'. 

The Returning officer shall account for all such postal ballots separately and 

add them (before finalizing result) with the votes cast at different Polling Booths. 

Postal Ballot shall be counted in Returning Officer's office in presence of 

Counting Agents' of TUs on the fixed day of counting so notified. 

12. 
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13. Railwav 
Administration/Returning Officer will not be responsible fr any 

postal delay or postal losses. 

]4. The ROs should ensure that the number of�PBPs received back' should nut 

exceed the number of "PBPs issued" to eligible voters. It should be ensured that 

non-eligible voters (not eligible for PBPs) do not exercise ballot through PBPs. 

after counting votes by both the 

The final result shall be declared 

methods together (i.e. normal voting plus the Postal Ballots). 

2 

3 

Part -II 

Those b00ked on SBE Duty: Such Railway Servants shall be idenrifed 

well in advance. with reasonable number of reserve candidates. 

Specific protocols for different categories of beneficiaries 

Railwas Servants undergoing Training: Traning nstitutes shouid 

Orgamse only sucl training progrns during the polling davs, which are 

inescapable and cannot be avoided, so that maximum possible number or Railway 

Servants are available at their workplaces to exereise their voting right. For thos 

Ka1lway Servants, who have lo kept under training at the training insuutes during 

pollng days, followIng provisions are made for thcir votng: 

Trainees who belong to the same Zonal Railway on which the Training 



Cente is stualed wll be eligible lo vote at the nearest polling booth meant for 
open ine Railway Servants. They would not be eligible for "Postal Ballot 

System Rcturning officers, Presiding officers and Training Centre In-charges 
(TCOwill have to coordinate very closely to include nanes of such employecs in 
the \oteis tor that polling booth. The TCI shall organise to release the trances 
) sutahl hathes under supervision of Instructors to cast their votCs smoothlv 
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lrances nho belong to Zoncs/PU othcr than the onc where the I raining 
(nUeN sIliated shall he elig1blc for Postal Ballot. TCI shall advise the ROs P)s 
regardng the detals of such Railway Servants undcrgoing training so that they 
Can beOnNdCTed for postal ballot and thc com1non protocols shall be followed 

thereatter 

Railway Servants likely to be away on Train Running/Escort 
Duties Train Checking duties during the dates of Polling: 

Railway Servants, who are deployed for Train running duties, Train escort 
duties and Train checking duties and are not expected to return to HQ within the 
davs of polling, shall be allowed the facility of PBS. 

Running Staff: Since it is not feasible to identify deployment schedule ivr 
majority of such staff much in advance to plan for their postal ballot. it has been 
decided to have polling facilities only for running staff in limited polling booths 
on third day (i.e 6th December, 2024) of the polling. However, if Presiding officers 

can identify running staff well in advance to meet the timeline prescribèd for postal 
ballot system, they may extend PBS facility to them. 

nameS 

Presiding Officer shall frame/issue guidelines to decide well in advance the 
of Railway Servants who shall Train be deputed for 

running/Checking/Escort duties (with suitable number of reserves) on the dates of 
polling, because of which they are likely to miss the opportunity to cast their vote 

9. Controlling oflicials of aforementioned Railway Servants are dirveted to 
book Railway Serviants in such a manner. as far as possible, to keep the munbers 
of stalf elipible for PBS to the minimum. Such Railway Servants who are not 
likely to be present at HQ for physical voting would be required to apply tor postal 
ballot given at the end of this Annexure. Thereatter, the common protocol shall 
apply to them. 

10. Railway Servants on deputation: Regular Railway Servants working on 
deputation n Railway Elecrification/t'onstruetion/other Projects within the 
Indian Railway system are eligilble for the faciliy ot PBS, subject to following 

In polling booths. 



condttons 
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RalN Senants holding lien on Open Ine but deputed to wor 

RI Constuctton Ohcr Pojccts, wherc cadrc has n0t hccn closcd (but cst 

Itthm the udetion ofthe Zonal Railway/PU) shall bc pcrm1ttcd to cas: h 

ite at tthe neare Pollme booth. Personnel Officcr of the Projcct shali adine he 

ROPisdng Otces of the Zonal Railway/PU in whch that projcct is situated. 

Vgarn the ocrs Norking in that cstablishment. RO/POs shall arrange io 

Inchude ihen Railu av Servants in the Voters' list for that booth under information 

l0 all concerned. 

(b)Tora deputed Railway Servant working in a project (Located/posted on 

Oie other place ie. not on lien-holding Zonal Railways/PU), the Personnel 

Officer of the Project shall advise all ROs/Presiding officers to which these 

Railuay Servants respectively belong. The concerned ROs/POs shall establish 

their bona fides and arrange to include them in the Voters' list. Thereafter. RO 

shall arrange io despatch Postal Ballot Papers to such Project office for postal 

hallot oting hy the eligible Railway Servants as per the common protocol given 

in Part-I above. It is clarified that such voters shal! have to make request tor PB 

paper trom RO on their own as it is not feasible to contact individuals wvorking on 

ceputation and advise them to place request. ROs/POs should include such 

provisions in their communications. 

Railwav Servants, working on deputation outside railwav svstem tor 

example in PSUs or in other Government Department, may cast their vote on their 

own in their lien holding office in respective Zone, where their name should be 

included in the Voters' list. They are not eligible for Postal Ballot Systenm fàciliv. 

* * * * * * 



(OUO\FOR\|\TEOR REQUESTOF POSTAL BALLOI 

been deputed 

.(For Stat bookcd tor SBE dutv) 

program) 

Centre ) 

dated 

of training). 

Part-llI 

Sutke out whtcheer is hot applicable) 

I may please be given Postal Ballot for casting my vote. 

at 

Workng at 

B. (For Railwav Servant undergoing training) 

dated 

have been deputed to undergo training for 

arm working al 

(Namc). 

during the period 

mcmber of Polling Tcam vide letter 

issued by_ 

OR 

(Name). 

vide etter No. 

with effect from 

OR 

(Full 

I may please be given Postal Ballot for casting my vote. 

(Name of the Office) ha.: 

to 

(Name). 

under 

address 

OR 

(Des1gnaion 

C. (For Railwav Servant on running/escort/train checking duty). 

Imay plcasc be piven Post:al Ballot for castng my voe. 

(Designation 

of 

(name of 

Training 

Supervisor/0ffice) and shall be away on train running escort cheeking duty 

(period 

(DesignaliDN) 
(Name ot 



D. (For Railwav Servant on deputation). 
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w hse lien is mantamed at the ofice of 

Ratlwa PU 

Forwarded by: 

(Namc),. 

Imav plcase he given Postal Ballot for casting my vote. 

Signature, Name, Designation 

is presently working on deputation 

Office Address: 

and Stamp of the Controlling Supervisor: 

Name 

Designation 

(Designationy 
in Zonal 

in the office of 

(Signatturc) 

95 
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